
NAPHSIS Messaging Project 
 
Goal 
 
The National Association of Public Health Statistics and Information Systems 
(NAPHSIS) wants to develop a set of HL7 messages to exchange birth and death data. 
 
Purpose 
 
Leverage scarce software development dollars that the states spend on their own staff and 
on software vendors. 
 
Vital Records Functions 
 
NAPHSIS members are the vital records and health statistics functions of state and local 
public health departments.  They collect the legal and health related data for birth and 
death records.  They issue official birth and death certificates to citizens. 
 
Partners and Data 
 

• Receive birth data from hospitals. 
• Receive death data from mortuaries and doctors through local health departments. 
• Send birth and death data to local health departments to issue certificates. 
• Send birth and death data to the National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) and 

the Social Security Administration (SSA.) 
 
NCHS 
 
NCHS has defined new standard birth and death certificates that contain detailed field 
specifications.  States add their own state specific data to the national standard 
certificates. 
 
Information Technology 
 
NAPHSIS has several information technology projects underway: developing a NEDSS 
compatible data model for birth and death data, developing functional specifications for 
computer systems to collect data and issue certificates, looking for best practices in 
security and authorization. 
 
Project 
 
A CDC contractor on the NEDSS project has developed a message specification.  We are 
trying to implement that using the standard certificate field details. How do we add state 
specific data?  How do we create an HL7 sanctioned message? 
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